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AUSTMINE SMART MINING CONFERENCE 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum  

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.07 pm]: On Tuesday, 21 May, 
I was pleased to open the Austmine Smart Mining conference at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre. 
This conference is held every two years and is a highly anticipated industry event that attracts a range of mining 
service companies to discuss the latest innovations in mining equipment, technology and services. 

The mining service sector is extremely important to the Western Australian and, indeed, the Australian, 
economy. In the past 15 years the mining engineering, technology and service sector—METS—has grown about 
fivefold. According to the International Mining for Development Centre, this sector’s contribution to Australian 
gross domestic product in 2010–11 was 6.7 per cent, and is estimated to contribute 9.4 per cent in 2012–13. 

Those that hold the view that mining is a low technology, “dig it up, ship it out” industry ignore the mining 
services companies who were at Tuesday’s smart mining conference. These mining service companies are 
crucial in making mining happen in Western Australia. Without the advanced geophysics, engineering and 
environmental expertise in Western Australia, it simply would not be possible to unlock mining resources in 
Australia. Cost-effectiveness is a key challenge for the Australian mining industry. Rising labour costs and a 
high Australian dollar mean that now more than ever Western Australia’s mining sector will need to innovate to 
maintain and improve cost-effectiveness. Western Australia is already a world leader in mining innovation. 
Sixty per cent of the world’s mining software requiring strong technical expertise is now produced in Perth. For 
example, the world’s first driverless trains operate in the Pilbara and are controlled from Rio Tinto’s Operations 
Centre at Perth Airport. 
Congratulations go to all of those involved in bringing the 2013 Austmine Smart Mining conference to Perth—
the mining services hub for Australia. 
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